
     I truly cannot be-
lieve that we are al-
most through Octo-
ber.  It seems that we 
just opened our doors 
to this new school year 
and now we are talking 
about pumpkins, turn-
ing on the heat, and 1st 
quarter report 
cards.  Unbelievable!  
     I wanted to share 
with you our key areas 
of focus for this up-
coming year.  This year 
our staff are commit-

ted to expanding and 
growing in a few key 
areas of instruction 
and a few key areas in 
building a positive en-
vironment.  We recog-
nize that all instruction 
has tremendous value, 

for the 2016-2017 aca-
demic year we are espe-
cially focusing on small 
group instruction.  Data 
will be analyzed by our 
teachers during their Pro-
fessional Learning Com-
munities (PLC's) and 
through that process stu-
dents will be placed in 
small groups that will 
meet them at their in-
structional level.  We will 
be enhancing our skills 
and strategies to best 
meet your child's aca-

demic needs through 
an extended focus on 
small group instruc-
tion.    
     Our climate goal 
for this year is based 
on Love and Logic 
philosophies. Love 
and Logic emphasiz-
es the strengthening 
of relationships 
through mutual re-
spect and logical 

consequences.  Monthly, 
all staff receive new tips 
on building relationships 
and maintaining a strong, 
positive classroom envi-
ronment. We also have 
started a "feather in your 
cap" incentive.  When 

homerooms are 
"caught" following pro-
cedures, they receive a 
"feather."  After reach-
ing 25, 50, 75, and 100 

feathers, the class 
earns a free reward 
such as pajama day or 
extra recess.   We will 
also continue with our 
quarterly awards cere-
monies.  We are calling 
this special time, 
"Hooray Day."  If your 
child receives an award 
on this day, you will be 
notified so you can at-
tend if you are able.    
     I encourage you to 
please attend and sup-
port the PTA.  Their 
next meeting is Novem-
ber 1st.  There is a 
meeting at 9:00 a.m 
and 7:00 p.m.  I would 
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be a great opportunity 
to meet myself and Mr. 
Farr – we would very 
much enjoy meeting 
you.  

     
As 
we 

look ahead to Novem-
ber and December, we 
know these will be very 
busy months.  We have 
our Fall Fest on Novem-
ber 4th, several field 
trips coming up, and 
Parent Teacher Confer-
ences ahead of us.  We 
are looking forward to 
all of these events.  As 
always, if there is any-
thing that Mr. Farr or I 
can do for you, please 
don’t hesitate to contact 
us.  
     
     Ms. Alice Conlin   
 
 



 

     Heritage Elemen-
tary School students 
have been very busy in 
the library during the 
month of September.  
Students in all grade 
levels completed a 
three week orientation 
to the library that con-
sisted of reviewing li-
brary procedures, in-
cluding how to take 
good care of library 
books. 
     Students in second 
through fifth grades 
reviewed the different 
sections of the library 
and how to find mate-
rials by collaboratively 
completing a scaven-
ger hunt using a map 

of the library.  Kindergar-
ten and first grade stu-
dents reviewed the pur-
pose of a library as well 
as the book check-out 
process.  And all students 
enjoyed checking out 
their first library book of 
the year! 
     Students in third 
through fifth grades are 
now transitioning to les-
sons that focus on how 
to use Destiny, the 
Patron’s Catalog, on the 
computers and mini 
iPads.  Second grade will 
begin to explore the dif-
ferent sections of the 
non-fiction section.  Kin-
dergarten and first grade 
students are learning 

     Our substitute Art 
teacher, Kristina Lynn, is 
doing a great job inspiring 
our students’ creativi-
ty!  She became an Art 
Substitute after 42 years 
in the creative field, in-
cluding jobs in retail ad-
vertising, PR studio de-
sign, art direction, and as 
a corporate creative direc-
tor and brand manag-
er.   She has also stud-
ied metal-smithing, paint-
ing, and sculpture and 
had work on display at the 
Delaware Center for Con-
temporary Arts last win-
ter.  We are incredibly 
lucky to have Ms. Lynn in 
our Art Room! 

     Our students have 
been busy!  Students 
in 3rd through 5th grade 
created their own sketch 
books for planning, exper-
imenting, and collaborat-
ing in the Art room.  They 
have been working on 
torn-paper landscapes 
and exploring line through 
zentangles.  Students in 
1st and 2nd grade are 
learning about the art ele-
ments of line, pattern, 
and color as they create 
their own peacock. 
 
     All students are partic-
ipating in the creation of a 
sunflower vase inspired by 

Inside the Art Room 
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Library News and Information 
their library book in 
their bookbag and to 
return it every week to 
the library.  Students 
that forget their library 
books can return it to 
the library the next 
day in order to check 
out a new one.   
     Thank you for your 
support! 
 

Jen Miller,  
Librarian 

Vincent Van Gogh for the 
upcoming PTA Art fund-
raiser.  Be on the lookout 
for materials sent home 
about the fundraiser, 
which gives you the op-
portunity to have your 
child's art printed on 
items such as t-shirts, 
notebooks, and 
mugs.  These make 
great gifts for the holi-
days and support our 
school!   
 
     If you have any 
questions, feel free to 
email Ms. Lynn 
at kristinab.lynn@ 
redclay.k12.de.us 

about the different parts 
of a book and how they 
are helpful. 
     Several special events 
were also held in the li-
brary during the month 
of October.  Mr. Scott 
Vogel, a Humane Educa-
tor, spoke to all classes 
during library.  The Book 
Fair is also being held 
during the week of Octo-
ber 24th—during library 
students will have the 
opportunity to 
shop for new 
books and raise 
money for our 
school.   
     Please en-
courage your 
children to keep 

I look forward to seeing 
you when I return after 
Thanksgiving! 
 
Creatively Yours,   
Mrs. Pohlman 
Heritage Art Teacher 
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     Heritage students are 
busy singing, dancing, 
and playing instruments 
in music class!  We are 
all loving the new music 
room, which is directly 
across the hall from the 
old music room.   
     Our Third grade mu-
sicians have started play-
ing the recorder and 
learning how to read 
notes on the treble clef.  
Kindergarten students 
are playing steady beat 
on classroom percussion 
instruments and learning 
hi and low sounds.  All 
students grades 1-5 are 
starting to prepare for 

the Holiday Concert.   
 
Please save the following 

Give your child lots of oppor-
tunities to read aloud. In-

spire your young reader to 

practice every day! The tips 
below offer some fun ways 

you can help your child be-
come a happy and confident 

reader. Try a new tip each 
week. See what works best 

for your child. 

Don't leave home with-
out it 

Bring along a book or maga-
zine any time your child has 

to wait, such as at a doctor's 

office. Always try to fit in 
reading! 

Once is not enough 
Encourage your child to re-

read favorite books and po-
ems. Re-reading helps kids 

read more quickly and accu-

rately. 

Dig deeper into the story 

Ask your child questions 
about the story you've just 

read. Say something like, 

"Why do you think Clifford 
did that?" 

 
Take control of the tele-

vision 
It's difficult for reading to 

compete with TV and video 

games. Encourage reading 
as a free-time activity. 

 
Be patient 

When your child is trying to 

sound out an unfamiliar 
word, give him or her time 

to do so. Remind to child to 
look closely at the first letter 

or letters of the word. 
 

Pick books that are at the 

right level 
Help your child pick books 

that are not too difficult. The 
aim is to give your child lots 

of successful reading experi-

The Reading Corner:  Reading Tips for Parents 
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Choir and Music Updates 

Holiday Concert - 7:00 
p.m.  Dickinson High 
School 
 
Tuesday, April 11th:  
Kindergarten Musical 
and Spring Festival -   
7:00 p.m.  Heritage Gym 
 
Tuesday, May 2nd: 
Spring Concert for 4th 
and 5th grade students   
- 7:00 p.m.  Dickinson 
High School 
 

Thanks for your support 
of the music program!   
 
Mrs. Lillis 

ences. 
 

Play word games 

Have your child sound out 
the word as you change it 

from mat to fat to sat; from 
sat to sag to sap; and from 

sap to sip. 
 

I read to you, you read to 

me 
Take turns reading aloud at 

bedtime. Kids enjoy this spe-
cial time with their parents. 

 

Gently correct your 
young reader 

When your child makes a 
mistake, gently point out the 

letters he or she overlooked 
or read incorrectly. Many 

beginning readers will guess 

wildly at a word based on its 
first letter. 

 
Talk, talk, talk! 

Talk with your child every 

dates: 
 
Tuesday, December 13th:  

day about school and things 
going on around the house. 

Sprinkle some interesting 

words into the conversation, 
and build on words you've 

talked about in the past. 
 

Write, write, write! 
Ask your child to help you 

write out the grocery list, a 

thank you note to Grandma, 
or to keep a journal of spe-

cial things that happen at 
home. When writing, en-

courage your child to use 

the letter and sound pat-
terns he is learning at 

school. 

Adapted from Reading Rockets  
 

Please contact me if you 

have any questions:  
lynn.smail@redclay.k12.de.u

s or 302-454-3424 

Mrs. Smail 
Reading Specialist 

  Second grade students are singing songs with silly names!  

mailto:lynn.smail@redclay.k12.de.us
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     What do meal-

worms, painted lady 

caterpillars, wax-

worms, and milk-

weed bugs all have in 

common? They are 

different types of 

insects that second 

graders are study-

ing. Students are 

observing these in-

sects go through 

their life cycle. They 

are also learning 

about the habitats 

for each insect as 

well as the food 

they eat. So if you 

like creepy and 

crawling things, stop 

by any second grade 

classroom and they’ll 

be glad to show their 

insects.  

     We have been 
busy in Physical Edu-
cation class for the 
month of September!  
Our students have 
been working hard 
and we are going to 
continue to work hard 
for the month of Oc-
tober!   
     Our Kindergarten 
and First graders will 
be working on various 
pathways of move-
ment, speeds of 
movement, and how 
to keep and maintain 

good body control.    
     Second graders 
will be learning coop-
erative learning skills 
in small groups and 
with partners.  They 
will demonstrate how 
to work together with 
their classmates to 
achieve a common 
goal.  
     Lastly, but defi-
nitely not least, all of 
our Third, Fourth, and 
Fifth grade students 
are still continuing to 
work on their cooper-

Physical Education Happenings 
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Insects Invade Second Grade! 

ative learning skills as 
they participate in the 
various problem solv-
ing activities.  They 
have been doing su-
per awesome demon-
strating how to be a 
good listener, how to 
use a nice tone of 
voice, how to play 
fair, and how to help 
everyone in their 
group so that they 
can all be successful 
in achieving their 
goal!  

Overall, it has been a 

fantastic start to this 

school year!  I am 

looking forward to a 

SPOOKY awesome 

October!!!!!  

Mrs. Aubrey Sutton 

PE Teacher 

     We had a lot of fun 
learning together this 
past month in third 
grade.  In reading we 
studied several compre-
hension strategies some 
of which were: discern-
ing the difference be-
tween realism and fanta-
sy, sequencing story 
events, and determining 
the main idea.  In math 
we dove deeply into our 
curriculum.  The focus of 
instruction, to date, has 
been on learning our 
basic multiplication and 
division facts as well as 
studying the various 
properties of math oper-
ations, especially those 
of multiplication (We 
looked at the distributive 
and communicative prop-

erties).  In writing, we 
practiced spelling and 
looked at various gram-
matical and punctuation 
rules.  We are also work-
ing on our first formal 
writing piece of the year, 
personal narratives. 
     In November we will 

be going on a Rock Dig 

field trip to White Clay 

Creek State Park.  On the 

trip we will learn the dif-

ference between rocks 

and minerals, study vari-

ous characteristics, or 

properties, of several dif-

ferent minerals, partici-

pate in a scavenger hunt, 

and investigate the com-

ponents of various rocks 

found along the bank of 

White Clay Creek. 

Third Grade News 



 

     Fifth grade will have 
their first field trip on 
November 2 (rooms 18 
& 20) and November 3 
(rooms 19 & 22) to the 
Ashland Nature Center.  
Students will explore 
the ecosystems they 
have been learning 
about in Science.   
 We have 
just finished our 
first Math unit 
and are moving 
onto unit 2.  Stu-
dents will gain 
understanding of 
decimal numbers 
and will learn 

how to add and sub-
tract decimals.  In writ-
ing, students are learn-
ing to write persuasive 
pieces.  Our Reading 
unit 2 text focuses on 
stories with characters 
that chose to do the 
right thing.   
 

Fifth Grade News 
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     First Graders have 
been starting off the 
school year by working 
very hard. Here are 
some things we are do-
ing: 
     We are learning and 
reviewing our short 
vowel sounds and read-
ing words.  
     In math we are 
learning what part-
ners are and draw-
ing pictures to 
solve math equa-
tions. In science we 
are talking about 
weather. 
     In writing we 

are learning how to 
write a narrative as well 
as practice our printing 
with our new handwrit-
ing series Handwriting 
Without Tears. 
 
Happy Fall! 
The First Grade Team 

First Grade News 

 

     We are excited to be 
in our second year with 
the Math Expressions 
curriculum! Math Ex-
pressions is a compre-
hensive, standards-
based K-5 mathematics 
resource that offers a 
balanced approach to 
teaching and learning 
mathematics. Math Ex-
pressions uses manipu-
latives, visual models, 
conceptual language, 
and real-world situa-
tions to help students 
build deep mathemati-
cal understanding. 
  
     What does Math Ex-
pressions look like in 

our classrooms? 
  
Structures of the Pro-
gram: 
 
Quick Practice – In-
volves whole-class re-
sponses or individual 
partner practice and is 
frequently led by stu-
dent leaders. 
 
Student Leaders – 
Teachers facilitate stu-
dents' growth by help-
ing all students take on 
leadership roles with 
structured practice ac-
tivities. 
 
Building Concepts – Ob-

Math Curriculum News and Updates 

jects, drawings, concep-
tual language, and real-
world situations 
strengthen mathemati-
cal ideas and under-
standing. 
 
Math Talk – Students 
explain thinking using 
drawings that support 
under-

standings and promote 
meanings. 
 
Helping Community – A 
classroom in which eve-
ryone is both a teacher 
and a learner to en-
hance mathematical 
understanding, compe-
tence, and confidence. 



 

     We are busy work-
ing on learning letters, 
sounds and numbers 
recognition.  Everyone 
is showing great im-
provement.  We are 
also adding sight 
words quickly so 
please continue to re-
view these at home 
with your child. 
     This year our 

school has adopted a 

behavior incentive plan 

where classes earn 

feathers for great 

classroom behavior.  

These feathers are 

then calculated and 

help us to earn treats 

like pajama parties, 

extra recess and other 

cool things.  Kindergar-

ten has collected many 

feathers and have 

even earned some in-

centives.  Ask your 

child how many feath-

ers their class has and 

what they do to earn 

them.  This will help to 

promote good behavior 

in school.   

 

 

Kindergarten News 
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     In Math, students 
are developing their un-
derstanding and fluency 
of multiplication using 
whole numbers.  We 
are investigating various 
ways to represent multi-
plication using arrays, 
area models, and pat-
terns of place value. 
Students will also com-
pare and analyze these 
methods and relate 
them to the numerical 
method of multiplication 
as we solve real world 
problems.  Students will 
continue to develop 
multiplication fluency 

and are encouraged to 
practice their multipli-
cation facts night-
ly.  Students can prac-
tice multiplication facts 
on: 
* thinkcentral.com 
 * mathplayground.com 
* multiplication.com 
* mathmagician.com  
* factmonster.com/
math/flashcards.html. 

Fourth Grade News 
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News from Ms. Leies: Teacher of Talented and Gifted* 

*TYPE I Activities – These are exploratory activities designed and provided by the Teacher of Talented and Gifted to expose students to 

a wide variety of subject areas, expand the scope of experiences provided through the school and to stimulate new interests. They can 

include contests, guest speakers, learning centers and mini-courses.  

Fire Safety Poster and Essay Contest 
Kindergarten  through fifth grade students partici-
pated in the fire safety poster and essay contest 
during the month of October. Entries were sent to 
Millcreek Fire Station for judging. 
Below are the themes for the different grade lev-
els: 
Grade K: Identify Things in the Home That Will 
Burn You 
Grade 1: Dangers of Matches, Lighters and Smok-
ing Material 
Grade 2: Knowing How to Escape from a Fire 
Grade 3 - Poster Topic: Identify Home Fire Hazards 
Grade 4 - Essay Topic: What Would You Do If Your 
Clothes Catch on Fire 
Grade 5 - Essay Topic: Fire Safety in the Kitchen  

Doodle4Google is Back! 
The theme for this years design is “What I see for 
the future...” 
With a mission of supporting arts and education, 
Doodle 4 Google encourages students to embrace 
their creativity and curiosity by designing their very 
own Google logo. The Google logo serves as a 
blank canvas on which young “doodlers” can ex-
press their inspirations, interests, and ambitions 
around this year's theme: "What I see for the fu-
ture…” 
 

 

Remember, no copyrighted logos or characters. Only 
one entry per student.  
 
Students need to: (1) title their doodle and (2) write 
a supporting statement (50 words max) explaining 
how their doodle portrays the theme. Each student 
must fill out a Doodle 4 Google application form. I 
have copies outside my classroom (Room 25) and 
the entry form is on my website and also available 
online. https://doodles.google.com/d4g/ 
 
The entry form must include a parent signature. En-
tries are due to Ms. Leies by Tuesday, November 29, 
2016. There are practice copies and a place to turn 
in your completed form outside my classroom door. 
 
Mr. Vogel  - Humane Educator 
Our revered humane educator Mr. Vogel was back 
again visiting students at Heritage in October. 
Mr. Vogel met will all students in grades K-5. The 
following programs were offered: 
 
Kindergarten – “Storytime” Humane themes about 
pets  
First Grade – “Web of Life” Emphasis on living things  
Second Grade – “Our Animal Friends” Discusses the 
love and care of pets 
Third Grade – “Environmental Dog” Emphasis on en-
vironmental issues for people and animals  
Fourth Grade – “Benefits of Insects” Covers all in-
sects  
Fifth Grade – “Careers with Animals” Over 200 jobs 
to choose from 
 
Additionally he met with my third, fourth and fifth 
grade resource students for additional lessons on 
Animal Safety, Animal Proverbs, and Throwaways. It 
was a busy time for our guest speaker and rave re-
views have followed. 
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October/November/December Calendar 
 

October 26th -    Family Event -Bingo, Brownies and Book Fair ----- 6:30 
                             Come and enjoy Bingo, treats and shopping at the book fair 
 
October 27th  -    Bus Evacuation Practice 
 
October 28th  -   End of the 1st MP  (I can’t believe it!) 
 
October 28th  - Spirit Day – Heritage Spirit Wear or your favorite sports team 
 
November 1st -   PTA meeting / 9:00 a.m     and    7:00 p.m. 
 
November 4th -  Walk A thon   /  Fall Fest – Schedule will be sent home 
 
November 5th -   RC Resource Fair – JDHS 
 
November 7th -  Rain date for Fall Fest 
 
November 8th -  Election Day 
 
November 9th -  Hooray Day – We will celebrate the achievements of the 1st  
                             quarter.  You will be notified if your child will receive an award 
 
November 11th – No School – Veterans Day 
 
November 14th -  Choice Open House – Heritage – 6-8  Please share with your 
                                Friends what a great place Heritage is for K-5! 
 
November 16th -  School Board Meeting   7:00  Warner Elementary 
 
November 18th -  Spirit Day – Crazy Sock Day 
 
November 21st – November 22nd – Parent Conferences 
 
November 23 – November 25th – Thanksgiving Break 
 
December 5th- 9th – Holiday Shop 
 
December 13th – Holiday Concert – JDHS – 7:30 
 
December 14th – School Board – Warner – 7:00 
 
December 16th -  Spirit Day – Dress Up Day 
 

December 22 – Jan 2nd – Winter Break – No School 


